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The Indian River County District School Board met on Tuesday, August 13, 2013, at 1:00 
p.m.  The discussion session was held in the Teacher Education Center located at the 
J.A. Thompson Administrative Center, 1990 25th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.  School 
Board Members attending were: Chairman Carol Johnson, and Board Members: Matthew 
McCain, and Karen Disney-Brombach.  Dr. Frances J. Adams, Superintendent of 
Schools, and School Board Attorney Suzanne D’Agresta were also present.  Vice 
Chairman Claudia Jiménez, was not present. 
 

Round Table Discussion 
 

I. Chairman Johnson presided. 
 
II. Items Placed on Agenda by Board Members – Chairman Johnson 

A. Chairman Johnson 
1. Board Vacancy on Sebastian Planning and Zoning Commission and 

Alternate for Indian River County Planning and Zoning Commission 
Due to the resignation of Board Member, Jeffrey Pegler, Chairman Johnson 
appointed Mr. McCain as the alternate on the Indian River County Planning 
and Zoning Commission.  Meeting dates and times for the vacancy on the 
Sebastian Planning and Zoning Commission will be confirmed before 
appointing a Board Member for this position.  Mrs. Disney-Brombach 
reported that the State was currently considering whether or not the 
positions on the Planning and Zoning Commission should be held by a staff 
position or a Board Member.   Board Members discussed advantages of 
being present. 

2. On behalf of Ms. Jimènez, Chairman Johnson stated that the Board had 
asked for information regarding the Administrative Building options.  Board 
Members agreed to schedule a separate discussion session on August 27 
at 1 p.m., in order to focus on the topic. 

B. Mrs. Disney-Brombach 
 1. 2014 Legislative Platform 

Mrs. Disney-Brombach presented the draft proposal for discussion.  She 
said that she would add a statement regarding federal funding issues.  
Board Members were asked to forward any items for consideration by 
Tuesday, August 20.  The Platform will be placed on the September 9 
business meeting for adoption. 

C. Mr. McCain 
1. Mr. McCain asked for an update on the Governor’s appointment to fill the 

vacancy left by the resignation of Board Member, Jeffrey Pegler.  It was 
noted that in other Districts it took up to six months or longer. 

 
III. Board Committee Reports – Chairman Johnson 

Mr. McCain reported on the Metropolitan Planning Organization meeting and the 
Vero Beach Planning and Zoning meeting. 
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Mrs. Disney-Brombach reported on her meeting with the Florida School Boards 
Association in Tallahassee.  She stated that the Interim Commissioner of 
Education, Pamela Stewart, said that there would be no change in Common 
Core Standards and did not have an answer regarding the type of tests to be 
utilized. 

Chairman Johnson reported on the latest meeting regarding the Gifford 
Community Plan.  She answered their questions regarding the disbanded Piper 
Education Program.  Community Members suggested that students attending 
the Alternative Center for Education could be given an opportunity to go to 
school half a day and work half a day.  They also supported additional 
education opportunities for students who have been incarcerated.  Dr. Adams 
explained that the Alternative Center for Education was a temporary placement 
and students would transition back to their home schools.  She also talked 
about the education being provided while students were incarcerated and 
counseling available upon their return.  It was mentioned that the District may 
want to hold a public meeting on student education; however, it was noted that 
it was done in the past and the public did not attend.  Chairman Johnson said 
that she would like the Superintendent to prepare a report to the Gifford 
Community group. 

Mrs. Disney-Brombach reported on the Treasure Coast Workgroup Meeting.  She 
asked how the School District supported students and families serving in the 
military and recruitment.  She asked Dr. Adams to report back to the Board at 
a future meeting.  Mrs. Disney-Brombach reported on the Superintendent’s 
Summit. 

 
IV. Items Placed on Agenda by Superintendent – Dr. Adams 

A. Saint Peter’s Academy Charter School Transportation Agreement 
Dr. Adams explained that she requested to move the Saint Peter’s Academy 
Charter School transportation agreement from the Consent Agenda at the 
business meeting to approve the agreement contingent upon having safety 
procedures in place. 

B. Wellness Policy #8510 
Dr. Adams explained that she requested to delete new Board Policy #8510 
Wellness and to retain the existing Board Policy 9.24 Wellness because the 
new policy contained a list of choices that were not clearly delineated as to the 
final choice chosen for Indian River County Board Policies.  She said that the 
policy would be brought back to the Board at a later date, with the choice being 
clearly defined.  The Board noted that this would give the Board an opportunity 
to review other pending questions from prior discussion sessions, including 
questions on funding streams. 
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Mrs. Disney-Brombach said that she would like to schedule time to review 
scheduling as her position on the Florida School Boards Association would 
demand more of her time.  Chairman Johnson said that she would review the 
available calendar dates.  The Board agreed to the following upcoming meeting 
dates and times: 

August 27, 2013 
o 1-3 p.m. Discussion Session on Administrative Building Options 
o 3-4 p.m. Special Meeting for Executive Session regarding Pending 

Litigation 
o 4 p.m. Executive Session for Contract Negotiations 
o 6 p.m. Business Meeting 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Johnson 
 
With no further items, the discussion adjourned at approximately 1:53 p.m. 
 


